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' life bath made mefree from the Law 


' of fin and death. 


| Hat Mortality was an original 
condition of Humane Nature , 


For the i of FY Spirit of 


will appear to him , who ſhall 
conſider theſe ſeven Obſervations fol- 
lowing. 

1. That before Adam ſinned, the pro 
creation of man was deſigned; where- 
as, ſuch as ſhall partake of the Reſur- 
retion of the dead, marry not, becauſe 
they do not die. 

2. That he hungred , and was pro- 
vided of meat 3 whereas Immortality 
needs neither meats nor the belly 5 God 
will deſtroy both it and them. 

3. That his Body was animal, which 
St, Paul makes all one with vile,corrup- 
tible, and mortal. 

4. That Chriſt Jeſus, who hath taken 
away (in, all its force, and puniſhment, 


hath 
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hath yet left his deareſt Saints liable unto 
death. 

5. That the firſt man was of the earth 

earthy, and we, foraſmuch as we die, 

: Cor.15 and corrupt , are ſaid to bear his 1- 
mage. 

6. That God planted a Tree of Life 

in the Gardez, which needed not., if | 

man had been created not liable unto 


death. 
7. That all the cauſes of natural mor- 


tality within us, or without us, did ex- 
iſt as well before as after Man had in- 
ned. Yet ide {in was the 
way to adual death; and he the wages 
of it. It being. uſual with God to 
that upon occaſcor, which he hath pow- 
er abſolutely to do; i.e. to make uſe 
of the inſtances of his Dominion to 
ſerve other deſigns of his Providence 3 
which help us to underſtand that firſt 
threatning, 1x the day thou eateſt thereof 
thou ſhalt die the ak 1. e. Thy ſtrength 
ſupported by the tree of life ſhall begin to 
languiſh, and fail; Thy Ol at length ſhall 
be exhan rt and thy Lamp Pall be exa 
tinguiſhed. 

Now Death of its own nature being 
eternal, there being naturally no re- 
turn from the privation to the habit 3 
therein muſt man have been detain'd 


for 


_— 
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for ever, if our merciful God had not 
found out. an expedient to deliver us 


from it, which 1s by his So» Feſws, whom As 2.36. 


he hath made both Lord and Chriſt ; 
and hath exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance unto [ſrael, 
and forgiveneſs of (ins; and by conſe- 


quence, deliverance from death. This 


being that very thing which St. Paul 
ſaith : 5 The Law of the Spit of Life hath 
made me free ſiomt the Law of ſin and 
death. 

Which words are a reaſoz, or rather 
a clearer explication of what he had 
ſaid before , viz. That there is no 
condemnation to thew who in Chriſt 
Jeſus , that 1s , by Chriſt Teſws, 
walk not after the "teh but walk af 
ter the Spirit 1.C. who for the mot part 
do not in their ations follow the duG 
and guidance of their ſinful appetites , 
but walk according to that Goſpel which 
the Spirit hath conſtgned to us 5 or that 
Vertnous habit of mind which that Spirit 
hath ine*nerated inwus; there is no con- 
demmnation toſuch. This Law of the jpi- 
rit of life, 1. e. of the quickning Spirit, 
having delivered us from the Law of ſin 
and death. That Spirit which our Lord 
7s abont togive, which leads to Eternal 
life, hath made me, 1. e. every Chriſtian 
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free, firſt from all cuſtomary and habitual | v 
ins, then from eternal death, which ne- | I 


ceſſarily follows all ſinful habits and cu- 


ſtoms. By ſins St. Paul underſtands con- F '\ 


ſulted and deliberated fins. So Clemens Þ | 
after a long diſcourſe to that purpoſe, | « 
concludes mn aragime only are matters 
which God will damn. U ( 
When our Lord and Maſter Feſws | | 
Chriſt had triumphed over Death, and } 
the Grave, had aſcended on high, and 
was veſted with all power 1n heaven 
and earth, then he gave gifts unto men 3 
but no donative did ſo excel, as that : 
effuſcon of the Spirit in the day of Pex- 
zecoſt, the chief and laſt effects and e- ©: 
vents whereof, were the deliverance of © 
all Believersfrom the double tyranny of * 
{in and death. 1 
Hath made 'me free from the Law of ©: 


fin and death. 


In the words then we havea deliver- 
Sin, the cauſe of Death. 
ance from Joeah, the fruit and conſe- 
quent of Sin. 
There is a vi&@ory over, and a deli- 
verance from all habitual, cuſtomary, 
conſulted, and deliberate ſins to be ob- 


: tained in this life 3 which is that true, 


Evangelical rightcouſneſs, which gives 
us at- preſent a title to, and hereafter 
will 
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will aFually inveſt us with a bleſled 
Immortality. 

For our more diſtin perception of 
which notion, we may conlider , that 
Real Evangelical Righteouſneſs admits 
of various degrees. 

I. The jiir{t, and loweſt whereof 1s 
of them who tor the z2oſt part yield 0- 
bedience to the Precepts of Chriſt, and 
abſtain from fin ; but yet not without 
grievous conflicts, and great dithculties, 
becauſe that although the Spirit be. ſu- 
periour to the fleſh, yet the carnal part 
15 not altogether ſubdued, nor a habit 
of Vertue, taken ina more perfect ac- 
ceptation, entirely acquired ; for which 
cauſe their lapſes are frequent , cither 
for that the Appetite 1s aflilkted too 
ſtrongly from external incitement , or 
too often ſurpriſed by error, or incogt- 
tancy. 

2. The ſecond degree is of them 
who have acquired a perfe# habit of 
Righteouſneſs 3 and have ſo ſubdued 
the fleſh, that they find cither none 
at all, or very little difficulty m acting 
in the ways of God; thence conſequent- 
ly are more ſteady and uniform in the 
waties of Vertue and holineſs, and ſuch 
was St. Paul, as may be gathcred from 
divers paſlages of his writings 3 and 0- 
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thers ſuch like there may be, as ap- 
pears both from the ſacred Book, and 
alſo from Experience it felf : which will 


yet be more manifeſt, if we ſhall de- } 


mm » ——, 


monſtrate (as by and by we ſhall) That F 


there remains poſlible an higher de- | 


gree of holineſs than that we have 
yet ſpoken of 3 although there needs 
no farther proof than thoſe plain words 
of our Lord , My yoke is eaſte, and my 
burthen is lieht, i.e. to all them who 
are ſupported with a firm hope of a 
life after death, and a bleſſed immor- 
tality. And thoſe words of St. Johrr, 
This is the love of God, i. e. Metonymi- 
cally, the manifeitation of our love to- 
wards Ged, that we keep his commande- 
ments. and his commandements are not 
grievous. Theſe overcome the World, and 
that too by their Faith, which inſpires 
{ſtrength into them. And he that over- 
comes, z. e. all ſuch things as the World 
objects to him, to aftright and call him 
oft from righteouſneſs, ſve proſper, ve 
aſpera , whether ſmiles or fromns , to 
him it 1s cafie to keep the commands 
of God, to him, I ſay, that. zoke is eaſee, 
that burthen is light. : 
The third degree, and that the high- 
eſt, is of ſuch, who being moſt cheer- 
fully incumbent on the ſtudy of Ver- 
| _ 
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tue, have proceeded (o far, as that jfor 
ſome competent ſpace of time they in 


11 | not. at all, againit any Precept of 
>. | Chriſt. 

t To this degree ought all Chriſtians 
-- | whoare going heaven-wards , always 
e | to aſpire; which ſtate St. Paul ſeems 
s | myltically to call the ReſurreTion fron 
os | the dead, and was the mark whereto 
; | he preſled. Not that TI have already at- 
; | tained, neither am already perſed. 


| This then 1s the third degree, where- 
, unto 1f Chriſtians do not attain, 'tis fim- 
ply neceſlary they ſhould reach the 
; ſecond, or the firſt. 'Tis praiſe worthy in 
him that endeavours to excell, to be found 
in the ſecond or the third degree of Ver- 
| FHC. 
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Yet all who would find mercy in 
the day of Chriſt, muſt endeavour to 
attain this higheſt degree:For all acknow- 
ledge 'tis never permitted to a Chriltt- 
an to fin coxſultatively, for that 1s to [1 
malitionſly. Now unlels a man ſhall Ia- 
bour to hun every finful act { which 7» 
toaſpire to this ſupreme degree of Pic- 
ty ) he fins coxſultatively, 1, e. malitiouſty, 
which no Chriſtian will defend. Sin 
becomes excceding tfinful, excecding 
heavy with its own weight, 1f done 
malitiouſly or ith deliberation. And 
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God ſometimes remits greater ſins, if 
fallen into through frailty or ignorance, 
ſooner than /eſſer ſins malitiouſly com- 
mitted. 

Again, that great ſtudy, diligence, vi- 
gilance, and labour, fo exactly required 
of us in all our Chriſtian Converſati- 
on, points us out our Mark and Scope, 
which 1s, to eſchew every ſir, and fo 
to aſpire to this higheſt degree of Pi- 
cty. 

Are we not every where all up and 
down the ſacred Books called upon to 
imitate God and Chriff; to be holy as 
God js holy, to be perfeT as our Father is 
perfeF, to walk i the light as God 3s in 
the light, to walk as Chriſt walked , and 
to follow him? He that obſerves theſe 
Precepts, doth no leſs than aſpire to the 
higheſt degree of holineſs. Our imita- 
tion of God doth imply our being made 
hkeunto him, 

But leſt any one ſhould doubt the ex- 
{tence of this vtizrate, T ſhall attempt 
;3ts demonſtration. | 

1. We muſt endeavonr after 1t ; but 
0 man 1s- objiged to attempt impoſſrole 
things , it would be in vain. But 
co attempt any thing 1n-vazz7 , would 
Decome neither a wije God to require, 
Para miſe man to endeavour, 
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2. If this degree of holineſs cannot 
be attained, then it is zeceſary that we 
fin Garerimes: 3 butit cannot be zeceſ/a- 
ry that we fin; for then it would of 


be fin : for all fin is freely committed. Hons 


quierunque non 


eſt nocens 


If there be neceſlity in the caſe. it loſes ſpoute of 
the nature of fin ; 'tis «/xnwa , our miſ- 294% 


fortune, not «afliz , our {in : mi ageing, 
ze , deliberate atts are puniſhed. 
It cannot demerit puniſhment, nor be 
juſtly imputed, nor ever did the God 
of equity 1impute 1t to any man. But 
that the /apſes of good men were ſ/xs, 
and might be imputed to them, ſhould 
God ule his right, 1s evident, for that 
they do, and ought to ask thepardon 
of them: Now where pardon 1s asked, 
there the crime 1s confelled ; there- 
fore good men might have abſtained 
from the few lapſes of their lives, and 
ſo not have {in'd, which was the: point 
to be demonſtrated. 

3. When we daily pray that the wi# 
of God mieht be done in Earth, as it is 
in Heaven 5 What can we infer , but 
that we, as the Aneels, may do his will, 
if our prazers are fo ardent, and our 
endeavours{o ſerious as God requires. 
Is that Petition in vain ? You'l fay no. 
Then God is as willing asable to eficct 
1t11 vs, 5 and our non-attainment Gott 
lond:y 
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loudly accuſe our prayers, or our endea- 
»ours, Or both, of languor, or remiſnelſs, 
For of this we are confident, that if we 
ash, any thing according to his will, be 
heareth us ; now what can be more a- 
_ greeable to his wil/, than that weſhould 
be holy in our whole converſation as he 
is holy ? 

4. Without this notion, what ſhall 
we make of the options of our great 
Apoſtle 2? not to ſungle , and eximiois 
Saints, but to entire Churches, The 
very God of peace ſanftifie you wholly. 
The Lord eſtabliſh your hearts unblame- 
able in holineſs before God. That you 
may be ſincere and without offence till the 
day of Chriſt. We ceaſe not to pray that 
ye may walk worthy of the Lord, «; may 
Sriomar, ut Omnimodo placeatis Deo, 1.e. 
that ye might every way pleaſe God ;, be- 
ing fruitful in every good work. The God 
of peace make you perfet in every good 
work, to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleaſing in his ſight. 

'Tis ſomewhat too ditute to ſay, here 
are excluded only habitual ins, or ſuch 
flagitiows fins which are as habits ; the 
words being pregnant and emphatich 
nor is there any juſt cauſe why we ſhould 
. encrvate them, by departing from their 

proper ſence, and not think rather the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle intended by them that which is 
molt perfect in its kind, But that which 
doth not argue the zeceſſzty, may ſhew 
the poſſzbility, which was the thing to be 
demonſtrated. 

5. Shall we ſay that the holy Spirit, 
and all the other aids of Vertue which 
God affords us through Chriſt, are fo 
weak and invalid, that notwithſtanding 
all our endeavours, ſin cannot be ſub- 
dued or extinguiſhed in us ? 1s not this 
to derogate from the Spirit of God , 
and to be injurious to God him- 
ſelf? 

[ am yet to ſeck for a reaſon why, 
whilſt God would have us break the 
bonds of ſin, and caſt thoſe cords from 
us, to imbrace an extire holineſs 1n this 
preſent World, and thereunto hath fur- 
niſhed us with divize aids, and ſuper- 
natural ſtrengths, he ſhould deny us 
ſuch meaſures and degrees of them, as 
to 1nable us to abſtain from al/Sin, and 
to embrace an #iver/al Righteouſneſs : 
eſpecially ſeing St. John reſolves the V1- 
Ctory over the inſtruments of Sathan into 
the power of God, becauſe greater is he 
that is in you than he that is in the world. 

That which ſome ſay,that God would 
leave ſome Canaarnites in the land, to 
bumble us, and to try us, ſome reliquie 


and 
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and remains of ſins , leſt we ihould too 
much pride and pleaſe our ſelves, ſeems 
too light to preponderate all the pre- 
cedent diſcourſe. For indeed 'tis Va- 
zity it ſelf; 'tis asif God would have 


us ſin, leſt we ſhould ſi 5 or as if 


whilſt God would eradicate a// ſz, he 
ſhould not once lay the Axe to the 
root of the firſt and fowleif 1n the 
World. | 

And now I would willingly ask any 
Advocate for the wicked lives of Chri- 
ſtians, Why it ſhould be thought im- 
poſſible by the Grace of the Goſpel, to 
obtain ſuch a deliverance from Sin ? 
Did not God make man rpright £ Are 
not Chriit's Precepts very conlentane- 
ous to that Original nature ? Is not 
Vertue (where there 1s a parity of cu- 
ſtom) much more pleaſant than Vice 2 
Is it not true ( which Salviar obſerves) 
that Fidelity, Chaſtity, Humility, Sobrie- 
1y, Mercy, Sandity, non onerant nos 
ſed ornant , they are mot our burthens 
but our ornaments, Doth not reaſon, 
«3» dens though obſcurely dilcern 7 Hor, 
that which becomes, % wx mis in ſome 
meaſure contend for it, 

Is nor Sin its eowz puniſhment ? Ts 
1t not like the Locyfts of St. Fohn 5 Their 


' faces were like the faces of men , and 


their 


— as 4 _. 


py __—_ IT" 
OO OR IY 


O— _— vw -. 
- - 


—— 


— —_—_—_ 


0020S» "ERIE Wwe 


mn” 


"7 


RIP" OO POTS rom —_— .— - ———— 


A Funeral Sermon, 


their hair like the hair of a Women,but 
had tails like Scorpions, and ſtings there. 
What elſe mean thole is, thole lania- 
txs, thoſe ſurda verbera, thoſe Yultares, 
thoſe firies,and Theſpian Vipers; TI mean 
thoſe jad, and diſconſolate refleftions 
upon an moral and il/-govern'd life ? 
No, no, Sin 1s but the diſea/e and dyſ- 
craſie of the Soul 3 Righteouſneſs 1s the 
health and natural complexion of it. 
Now there 1s a propenſton in every thing 
to return to its proper {tate,and to caſt off 
whatſoever 1s heterogereoxs to it. As 
ſome Phyſrcians ſay, Medicaments are 
but ſubſervient to Nature, by remov- 
ing impediments and obſtructions, but 
Nature 1t ſelf, and the inward Archers 
releaſed , and ſet at liberty, works the 
cure. 

Then this reproves two popular Er- 
rors. 

1. Of thoſe who think thoſe words, 
The good that IT would IT do not, the evil 
that T would not that T do, to be the 
higheſt meaſure of a Chriſtian's proti- 
ciency ; for the undeceiving of whom, 
I ſhall obſerve a triple eſtate of 1mpiety, 
or enmity to God. 

1. Of ſuch who night and day do 
little elſe but provide for the Fleſh, to 
fulfil its luſts ; who without all ſhame 
wallow 
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wallow in zany kinds of ſins, in whom 
the ſence of good and evil is near upon 
extinguiſhed, or but very obſcure foot- 
ſteps of it do remain : Whoſe Chara- 
&er St. Paul hath given us 3 Of wair 


minds, having their underſtandings dark- | 
ned , being alienated from the life of * 
God through the ignsrance that is in | 


them,becauſe of the hardneſs of their hearts, | 


who being paſt feeling, have given them- 
ſelves to lajcrviouſneſs, to work all unclean- 
neſs with greedines. 

2. The other is of them , who 1n- 
dulge thetr Luſt with /z#tle or 20 con- 
flit, but have contracted a perftet ha- 
bit of one or more vices; 1n reference 
to which, they have extinguiſhed all 
{ſenſe of Conſcience, though in other 
inſtances not a// out ſo wicked. 

3. A third is of ſuch, who for the 
16ſt part do the things that are evil,and 
are overcome of the fleſh, but not with- 
out ſ{trivings of Appetite and Reaſon, a- 
live at once tothe Law, and $7 ; the 


 convidtion of the one, and the power 


and love of the other, both theſe {trug]- 
ing together within the bowels of the 
Soul , checking and comptrolling one 
another. 
This is the man St. Paul deſcribes, by 


a Metaſchematiſmus under his own per- 


{on, 


| 
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ſon, in that famous Paragraph to the Ro- 

#ans,of which I will give a ſuccinct but 
evident demonſtration. 

1 In this man ſin 1 The regenerat man 
wrought all manner has crucified the 
of concupiſcence, fleſh with the affe- 

8 v.8. GHions and luſts. 
z Gal.5.24. 

2 Sin revived in 2 He is dead to ſin, 
him, deceiv'd him, the body of ſin is 
flew him. v. 9,10, deſtroy d, he ſerves 
II. not ſin, fon reigns 

not, nor does he o- 
bey it. Rom. 6. 2, 
12,14. 

3. He was carnal. 3 Ts not in the ſleſh. 
V.I4- Rom.8.8,9. 

: 4 Sold under ſin. 4 1s free from ſin. 

V.I4. Rom.6.18,22. 

' 5s Thegoodhewould 5 Walks not after 

' hedidnot, butthe the fleſh but after 

evil which he would the ſpirit. Rom. 8, 

mot that be did, 14. 

6.19. 

| 6. Was taken cap- 6 Ts freed from the 
tiveto the Law of Law of ſin.Rom.8, 

ſin. v.23. 2. 

7 Detain'd by the 7 Ts freed from the 
body of death, from law of death.Rom. 
which the poor ©@4.2, 
wretch deſir d to be 

deliver d. v.24. Where 
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'* Where you have ſeven Chara@ers of 
each, as contrary to one another as /ight 
to darkneſs; to know better, and to do 
worſe, 1s fo far from a//eviating the e- 
vil, that 'tis the greatelt aggravation 
of it. 

'Tis the: moſt bruitiſh , unreaſonable , 
and wretched condition , for a man that 
knows what 3s beit,to be led by incontinen- 
cy and effeminacy ſrom it. 

And therefore ſaith the Philoſopher, 
that we ought not only to think right, 
and to be aftected accordingly ; But to 
conform our works to our right opini- 
ons. 

He that ſins, and accuſes himſelf is 
5 *Azyb3po5 muBLer, doth but begin to learn, 
and hath not yet come to the knowledg 
of the truth. | 

2, Another is of them who deceive 
themſelves, whilſt they expect ſome 0- 
ther's inherent Righteouſneſs to be made 
over ſo compleatly to them, as it they 
themſelves had been really and perfe#ly 
righteous, and this upon the ſole Cond:- 
tion, or qualification of wzcer Faith {cru- 
pulouſly preſcinded from all Obedience. 
Now this Hony-comb of Antinomianiſm 
1s but a branch of old Groſticiſm: anti- 
doted by St. John. Little Children let 
70 man deceive you, He that doth righte- 
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duſnefs is righteous even as he is righteous: 
If we ſay that we have fellowſhip with hint 
and walk in darkneſs, we lye and do not 
the truth. - And all the promiſes Chriſt 
makes to theAſrar Churches are ns 191m, 
To him that overcomes. 

And thus am I arriv'd at the other 
Atchievement of this vivitying Spirit, 
our deliverince from Death, the fruit 
and conſequence of $in. The ruin of 
Death follows that of Sin, ſicut Vara ſc- 
quitur Vibiam. 

Sin is the ſ?;rg of death, "tis its Sce- 
pter, the exon of its ſoveratgnty ; de- 
prived of that it loſeth its antient na- 
ture, ' ceaſeth to be King of Terrors ; and 
differs not from a gentle ſ{cepz an 4/darariz 
or an ealie tranſ1ts to a bleſſed immor- 
tality. *'Tis but the diſſolution of an 
old ruinows and cadaverons Building, 
to raiſe a fair} and freſh , a ſtately and 
"2 ooo Structure in the place there- 
OL. 

For we know that if our earthly houſe 
of this Tabernacle were difſoly'd, we have 
4 building of God, an houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the Heavens, i;e, a = 
leſtial, glorious, and a ſpiritual Body. St: 
Paul doth lively deſcribe the difference 
between thefe mortal and thoſe 1m- 
mortal Bodies with which we-ſhall be 
C cloathed 


# 
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cloathed in the Reſurreftion. *Tis ſow 
in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption, 
tis ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed in glo+ 
ry, tis ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſed in 
power, tis ſown an animal body, "tis raiſ- 
ed a ſpiritual body, Where the Apoſile 
compares man, in reſpect of his body, 
toa fruitful grain of Wheat, which is 
ſown in theearth, and ſomewhile after 
ſprings up in a more excellent and very 
diftcrent form. 

And that which thou ſowelſt, s 72 ua 
To Wrynoodyor FLOITL19 N0# gignendum COr= 
pms ſeris , is not the body that ſhall be, 
but bare and naked grain. 

Whence is that body that 1s to be? 
eu1o Sidum oa, God giveth it - a body, as 
it hath pleaſed him, and #o every ſeed his 
own body. 

And all this reliſhes well to him that 
knows, that the moſt contrary wodifi- 
cations of matter imaginable do conſti- 
tute no ſpecifical change, according to 
the laſt, and beſt Philoſophy : Nor can 
he be offended, who holds the princi- 


ple of individuation 1s the form only, 


and that the matter and ſuppoſiturs 1s 1n- 
dividuated from 1t. 

So then our Apoſtle inſtitutes a four- 
fold collation of theſe our bodies with 
thoſe we iball have hereafter. 

I. It 


5 ed by 


UM 


| 


| 
| 


A Funeral Sermon, 

1. It is ſown in Corruption, but ſhall 
riſe 1n Izcorruption, i.e. The body which 
we bring into this World with us, is 
ſubject, and obnoxious to corruption 


andchange: here we dwell in houſes of Clay, Job-4.19, 


whoſe foundation is in the duSt, and 
may truly ſay to corruption, Thou art my 


father, and to the Worm thou art my mo- 


ther and my ſiſter ; There we ſhall die 
no more, but be as the Angels, the ſors 
of God, being the Children of the Reſur- 
redion. 

2. Tis ſown in diſbononr, ſhall be 
raiſed inglory ; when we come into the 
World, we bring bodies, ſome of whoſe 
parts and members ſeem to be «7; 4urz 
g angles, uncomely and leſs honourable, 
beſides the ruge and macule, the wrin- 
kles, ſpots , and blemiſhes, which age , 


ſickneſs, and other caſualities do imprint 
upon us. Butthen in thedeltitution ot 


theſe deformities, our bodiesſhal be more 
reſplendent than the Sun, and brighter 
than the golden light of Azrora. The 
glories of Mount Tabor were but ſhades 
and darkneſs, compar'd to that retul- 
gent light, v4; Thu a pregriTat Te nals, jofar 
exceeding the brightneſs of the Sun, ſe- 
ptuplum , faith St. Ephrem, wherewith 
now our Lord is cloathed, and yet 
ſhall he change our Yile bodies, until he 

Cz hats 
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hath made them like his Gloriozs body. 

3. 'Tis ſown in weakref, (hall be raif- 
ed in power, Here labours, diſeaſes, or 
years, ſoon make the keepers of the houſe 
to tremble, the ſtrong men bow down 
themſelves, and the grinders to. ceaſe, 
There ſhall they be firm and robuſt , 
ſhall renew their ſtrength like the 
Eagle, and like the youthful Chernbs , 
their agility ſhall be great and inde- 
fatigable. 

4. 'Tis ſown an animal Body, ſhall 
be rais'd a ſpiritual Body. Here our 
bodies, as of other Animals, need meats, 
and drinks, and confilt of members, 
and organs neceſlary to receive, con- 
coct, and digeſt them 3 but there they 
thall be ſpiritual, there will need no 
Stomach, no Liver, no Inteſtines. Meats 
for the belly, and the belly for the meat, 
but God will deſtroy both it and them. 
Fierocles ſpeaking of the Apotheoſgs of 
good men, tells us they enjoy beſides 
& Ai 28 ue gerliu oy ſu yi x3 ues Tra oy ml m1 p4a- 
med ors «yuan, beſides Truth and Vertne 
in the Soul, a great meaſure of purity in 
its ſpiritual Vehicle. 

St. Paul 1s poſitive, That the Bodies 
of Saints at the Reſurrection ſhall be 
phyſically and really , not morally only 
ſpiritual and celeſtial 5, for fleſh and blood 


cannot 
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cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. We 


ſhall have bodies as tenutous and im-- 


perceptible asare the bodies of Angels, 
not ſo craſs and groſs as Air ; but 

urer than the liquid A£ther, and 
Fave for a Veit, to uſe Macarims his 
phraſe, Ear culo; ti, the glory of the di- 
vine light. So 'tis no wonder that Saints 
of old Land fince have groan'd within 
themſelves, waiting for the adoption, V1z, 
the Redemption of the body. 

A great and memorable inſtance 
whereof, worthy to be written in Ce- 
dar, or engravenin Braff, is this verer- 
able Matron, whole Obſequies we now 
celebrate, whom now we conſecrate to 
Eternity. TI have diſcourſed to you the 
herghths and perfeFions of Chriſtianity 3 
you have ſeen it in the Rule; and if 
you had now ſuch a Speculum or mir- 
rour as would reflect her life, you would 
ſeeit inthe Example. St. Hierow thought 
if all the members of his body were turn'd 
into Tongues, and all his Arteries became 
vocal, yet he could ſay nothing, ſanctze & 
vencrabilis Paulz virtutibus dignum , 
worthy the Vertues of holy an venerable 
Panla. The like may I fay with mach 
more reaſon of holy and venerable Anna. 
Not only becauſe I am ſo much infert- 


our for plenty of words, and Rhetorical 
C 3 
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chemes of fpeech to that eloquent Fa- 
ther ; but allo becauſe my Argument 1s 
much more i//uſtriows, refulgent and ſub- 
lime ; for if I ſhould inſtitute a para/cl 
between them, you would find equal 
Devotions ſurmounted by Prudences un- 
equal, 
| pl applaud thatFather,who would 
praiſe 2ihil iſt quod proprium, nothing 
but what was her own, and which ſprang 
from the pure fountain of her holy 
mind. Soſhall I, paſſing by the w # ig! jv 
12 ewe gi ale Things n0t in our power, Such are, the 
oe, Ho;ende- Philoſopher tells you, the Body, Poſſeſſr- 
Xa VO O15 HONOUTS, Principalities, and what- 


Yo 00R 54 1- 
wirroe ies, Joever arenot our own works, And that 


Epit. too for the very reaſon his exce//ent 
Y TE9 8 Commentator aſhigns, Ie are not arbitra- 
Pos nMOSEC : : 

W240: rious Lords of any of theſe things. And 
therefore I ſhall paſs by her Extra@ion, 
Education , Preſence , and that comeliy 
Acer , with which ſhe ſtruck all per- 
ons at once with Love and Rever- 
EnCe. 

————_ | ſay, Tſhall paſs theſe by , ( they be- 


non grandia, 711g n0t greatly to be eſteemed by them that 
—_ - have them, though "tis greatneſs to con- 
e nt ; 
mrabilia, Ten them) andſpeak of her qinocegu]een, 
Ct. Hierom, 2, Synnimer, more divinely, more ſub- 
a * 

She was then of the ſame Country 


with 
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with Gorgonia, her exaCt parallel, and 
that was the Hieruſalem above, 4 City 
noy ſeen with bodily eyes, but with thoſe 
of the mind, where we have our con- 
verſation, whither we are making haſte; 
where Christ 1s a Citizen, and all that 
zmvhyaus, and Church of the firſt born 


are fellow Citizens.So you ſee tis true of 


her what the Peet ſaith of A#zeas,Contin- 
oit ſanguine celum. She was Heaven- 
born, and her Nobility was, The cor- 


ſervation of the divine impreſſions on her 


Soul, and an imitation of God, the Ar- 
chitype , and firſt Pattern of all gooa- 
neſs. 

She had an early inſtitution 1n Pic- 
ty, and as1t befel Gorgoxia, who receiv- 
ed the Seeds of Piety from thence, from 
whence ſhe receiv'd her Life aud Culture. 
So our Gorgonia deriv'd the ſpiritual 
Ornaments of her mind from the fame 
Inſtruments who had propagated her 
body. And no wonder, if that Cedar 
whoſe branches were exveloped in the 
Clouds, had taken long and deep root- 
ng. 

She was truly , and becomingly re- 
Iigious 3 the right knowledge of God 
and Chriſt did bear her enlightned 
mind ſo Eaven, that it was as far Tc- 
mov'd from Superſtition, as from Irre- 

C 4 I19ton. 
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ligion. Hers was no ſelf-choſen Holt- 
neſs, ceremonial Righteouſneſs, opini- 
onative Zeal ; (he miſtook not the Tree 
of Knowledge for the Tree of Life. 

She was not taken with high-flown 
Enthuſiaſm and Seraphiciſm, nor was ſhe 
patient of Epicurizing Philolophy, nor 
tempted with Antinomian liberty. 

She did not frame to her ſelf a Phan- 
taſtical Religion, made up entirely of a 
Faith divided from Obedience, imagin- 
ing all to be doze for her, all to be im- 
puted to her. 

Nor did ſhe place her Religion in 
endle{s ſcrupulolities about things 1n- 
different 3 and though her carriage was 
always paſtive and obedient, yet never 
eſteemed little things worthy of great 
contentions, 

She was no' Opinioniſt, nor yet jear 
louſed any notions, which ſhe thought 
not inconliſtent with Faith in - Chriſt, 
and the obſervation of the Commande- 
ments of God. 

She like Gorgonia reconcil'd the ſub- 
limity of Celibate with the ſecurity of 
Marriage, and being 2a dwe@, chaite 
and humble, blending the excellencies of 
Celibate and Marriage together 5 giving 
proof to the World, that neither of 
chele States ſo ſimply unite us to Gad, 
OT 
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or divide us from him; neither of them 
ſolely to be declined, nor ſolely to be 
purſued , but that a vertuous mind 
may rule and moderate both Conjugate 
and Virginity, Well, as that , fo this 
Gorgonia having been miniſterial a little 
to the World and to Nature, ©: rd n% 4au- 
mi” xa-Higany, conſecrated her ſelf whally un- 
to God, 

Our Anna, like that Prophetefs the 
daughter of Pharnel, having liv'd an ex- 
ample to Wives ſome few years with an 
Huſband, a Widow about twenty nine 
years; inall which time ſhe departed 
not from the Temple, that 1s, deſerted 
not Church Communion,nor God's pub- 
lick Service ; but ſerved him with faſt- 
ings, and prayers night and day; ever 
ſince her Widow-hood devoting one 
day inthe Week to faſting and prayer 
in her deſolate eſtate trimming, dreſl- 
ing, and adorning of her mind for the 
Eridegroom of her Soul, 

She was a ſevere exatter of indiſpen- 
ſible Duties of Chriſtianity 3 her Relt- 
gion was ſolid and ſubſtantial 3 the at- 
tended the magunes i ur, the weightier 
things of the Law. She was a through 
Chriſtian; in her was accompliſhed St. 
Panl's wiſh, ſhe was not aloft, but a!to- 
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Hers was no barren Faith z but it was Þ 
fruitful in good works 3 Her Charity diſ- F 


tributed it ſelf to every object, to God, | 
to man, 

1. To God, by her frequent Faſt- | 
inps, her conſtant Prayers, her dili ; 
in God's publick Service, her Zeal and 
care to promote his honour, to advance 
his Rule and Government in the hearts 
of all with whom ſhe did converſe, in 
whom ſhe had intereſt. This ſhe taught 
her Children ſo ſoon as they could learn, 
and this ſhe taugat them ſo long as ſhe 
could ſpeak. 

'Tis ſaid of Gorgonia that ſhe made 
the fruit of her body, her Children, and 


of the Spirit 5 and hath not our Gorgo- 
ia done, or endeavoured the like ? 
Who has been more paintul, more faith- 
full to the ſoxlr of Children, Nephews, 
and Neeces, than ſhe has been? who 
hath tanght them more diligently, who 
hath pray'd for them more ſrequently, 
more ardently than ſhe hath done # 

'Tis ſaid of Gorgonia that ſhe purified 
and devoted to God ker whole ſtock, and 


family, in ſtead of her ftagle ſoul. 


So may we ſay of our worthy Matror, 
whillt an Oeconomiſt Wite or Widow. 
Her houſe was a kind of Church , 


none 
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none ſo grateful, none ſoacceptable to 


q her as a painful, and conſcientions Mi- 
© Þ| niſterof Chrif? 5; None were the worle, 
; but many the better for coming under 
© F her Root. 
1 * CGorgonia 1s ſaid to have been whilſt 

* ſheliv'd, an Exemplar of all vertue to her — 
E | Children, and when God call'd her , ni; it ili, 
* | ſheleſtherlaft Will bebind ber as aftlent 7 nge m3 
| 01KG@ pttj au- 
exhortation to her ' family. Nr He $i 9 
And was not this izmparallield Saint , T:$%vi0w. 


her Family ? was not pzety, purity, h1:- 
mility, meekneſs, mercy, and every good 
z work, moſt conſpicuous in her? And I 
j my ſclf can witnels, 1t was among(t her 
laſt cares to recommend the ways of 
God, and aſerioxs and thorow Piety to 
her Children, 
And if the laſt 1/5, and Teſtaments 
of all the dead, have ever been thought 
acred, and inviolable; what a further, 
what a freſh obligation have you ( m 
kononred Friends) to be religious; that 
1s, to tread in the ſteps, to write out 
the Copy of this bleſſed Saint, your in- 
| comparable Mother But I was ſpeaking ot 
her Charity. 

| The eloquent Father, ſpeaking of the 
often prais'd Saint, ſai; h, Who ſtretched te 
cut a more liberal hand to the poer f that Hogipns 

| he 


| a great —_—_—_ of all good works to 
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he fears not to apply the words of Fob to 
her, The ſtranger did not lodge in the 
Street, but ſhe opened her doors to the Tra- 


the lame, aud a Mother to the Or- 
phan. = 

So our Saint, when ſhe was Miſtreſs of ; 
an houſe, and ſince ; Who doth not re- þ 
member the /argercſ of her bowels, and 
the /iberality of her hands? Who hath 
not eat her Bread, worn her Cloth, re- 
ceived her Medicaments, applied her | 
Plaiffers, and her Ungenents. | 

Nor did ſhe leave any thing confider- | 
able to the Earth but her body. Ex- | 
chang'd all ſhe had, for the hopes ofa | 
better life, leaving little befides the | 
1mitation of her ſelf, and an ambition of 
the like Vertue. 

Nor ever did ſhe with works of mer- 
cy, commute with God for thoſe of 
wantonneſsand luxury, Who ever ſaw 
a garment, or ax ornament of a garment 
which was ſzperfluozs upon her £ much 
leſs did ſhe uſe Cernfs, or Stibinm, Scar- 
let,or any other fucus, ſigns and indicati- 
ons of a {1ck and weak mind. But like the 
aboveſaid Gorgonia, although ihe knew 
many and various external Ornaments of | 
ker ſex, yet ſhe eſteemed none ſo orna-= 
mental as her manners, and inward pu- 


rity 
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O Þ rity and brightneſs of her mind; the on- - = 
e Þ ly ruddineſs which pleaſed her, was 
= | that of modeſty; the only white, was 
9 | that of faſting and abſtinence. 
: The Father commends Gorgonia , for yr; tucy 
| that ſhe did not labour ſo much to ſcent, T4" avi n+ 
'Þ & really to be good. GEENA 
' | So our Saint blew no Trumpet, made nog 
noiſe, retird to her Cloſet , ſhut her 
| door, and offered the Sacrifices of an 
| wniverſal Righteouſneſs to him that ſees 
| tn ſecret, but rewards openly. 

What more ſagaciozs in practical god- 
lineſs than her diſcourſes ? yet what 
- more prudent than her ſence £ ED 
So the Father admires Gorgonia 5 Who = ay you 
knew the things of God better than ſhe, uzuv; 
both from the ſacred Oracles, and her  _ 
own underſtanding 5 yet who talked leſs 2 He rn 
containing her felf within the bounds , hp 
of Piety proper to her ſexe. And this 
alſo 1s the genuine character of our 
Anna. 

Tayra pezaac up, s {dF I Theſe are great 
things, and theſe are great Truths. 

- Thus theſe two great Saints, lived 
inſtruments of Good, examples of Ver- 
tue, and ornaments of their Sex, and 
| now you long to hear how they dzed. 
Truly they were lovely and pleaſant in 
their lives and in their death they were 


not divided. Ot 
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bmi.See pi Of Gorgonia the Father tells us foe F | 
Thy E#6AVE (y- earweſily deſired her diſſolution z, and to be | 


with Chriſt , ſhe preferred before all 
the pleaſures of the World. 


- So our Saint all the while of herlaſt Þ_ 
and happieſt ſickneſs, breath'd out no | 


other longings : but as the Hart pant- 


eth after the Water-brooks, ſo paxted | 


her ſoul after thee, God 5, Her ſoul thirſt- 
ed for God, for the living God, oh when 
ſhould ſhe come and appear before God ? 
zl uir,uw Gorgonid had ſome preſerſation of death, 
ry arm 9 a kind of Viſtoz, making known the day 
oc, Of her departure. And as if this Ma- 
tron had had ſome ſuch ſentiment and 
apprehenſion, at the very firſt notice of 
this laſt ſickneſs ſhe often uſed theſe 
words, Lord fit me for thy ſelf, and thy 
will be done. 
RI. Gorgonia fallen into a very great ex- 
AT tremity of body, ſuffered no Phyſiciare 
medio. but God. 

How loth and unwilling our Saizt 
was to uſe Phyſicians, not only in this, 
but in former {icknefles , is very well 
known to all that were about her; which 
did not ſpring ſo much from contempt 
of that conjcFural Art, as from the ful- 
21eſs of inward peace , and a deſire to 
be in afſafe Port and Haven. 


'Tis ſaid Gorgonia having made her 
| laſt 
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' laſt day TAN yyeins nyutggy, xotudimu, 4; day of - 


| joy and feſtival, ſhe fell aſleep. 


So ours, the day before fhe died, can- 
felled her humanity by groaning out 
now and then her fenſe of a pain 1n her 
fide; buton the day of her Apotheoſes, 
by a! fhe did, by all fhe ſaid, by all ſhe 


ſuffered, there was nothing perceptible, 


but the deepeſ# peace , the ſweeteſt com- 


forts : with very little reluctancy of 


Nature, atteſted by a few drops of iweat 
on a hot day, in a hotter room, with a 


 fingultas or two ,, ſhe refign'd her pure 
Soul into the hands of her merciful Cre- 


ator. 


Oh. Death where is thy ſting, O Grave 
where 'is thy vitory ® Let me die the 
death of the Righteous, and let my latter 
end be like his. 


I will end with Hieromz's words on 
the Lady Paula. Non meremus qudd ta- 
lem amiſunus, ſed gratias agimus quod ha- 
buimus, imo habemus. 


We do not monrn that we have loſt ſuch 
an one, but we give infinite thanks to All- 
mighty God that we ever had, yea that we 
have ſuch an Example, 


An 
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- AnExample too big for ine, too big 
for humane Eloquence, none but an An- 
get is fit to write her Epitaph. 


Now to the King Eternal, Im- 
mortal , Inviſible, the Only wiſe | 
God, be Honour and Glory for ever; | 


and for ever. 


' THE END. 
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move the period to mwnigct, put out the comma at rA&gs P13. 1.7. 

t out the comma aftet md) as! p.21.1.3,for friends, quoth he,read 
O friends, quoth I, p.32.1.7. dele miſer, p.33.mars, ſet theſe words a» 


gainſt the 14.line, Myſt.Godl.p.495 p.4 1.1.7. r. optime. p.55., Marge 
dele Epiſft. ad Cor, 1.12, p.651.18. r. for all written 


In the Funeral Sermon, 


In the Preface p.,2.1.9.r. Righteous and godly, p. 13; 1. 5. r. Theſpes 
fan. 


D 


